PH) The future of the automobile is on display in Tampa this weekend. 1 


Campa Bay Cimes 


T tampabay.com 


LIGHTNING TRIES 
TO STAY HOT 
AGAINST STARS 


Looking for their fifth win in a 
row, the Bolts welcome for- 
mer goalie Ben Bishop back 
to Amalie Arena. Tampa 
Bay gets goals on the power 
play, shorthanded and at 
regular strength in the sec- 
ond period against Dallas. 
Get the late results at 
tampabay.com/sports. 


USF takes on 
conference rival 


The Bulls take on the Tulsa 
Golden Hurricane at Ray- 
mond James Stadium. USF 
falls behind early but comes 
roaring back with three 
touchdowns in the first quar- 
ter. Get the late results at 
tampabay.com/sports. 


Franken draws 
condemnation 


Sen. Al Franken, D-Minn., is 
accused of forcibly kissing 
and groping a broadcaster 
in 2006. He apologizes but 
finds few defenders among 
his Senate colleagues. 
Nation, 2A 


‘Punisher’ about 
more than cruelty 


Nexflix's latest Marvel 
spinoff has plenty of vio- 
lence, but also tries to find 
the meaning behind all of it. 
Etc, 2B 


House GOP passes 
tax reform plan 


The fate of the Senate’s 
measure is still unclear. 
Nation, 2A 


») > 
Sunny today 


8am. Noon 4p.m. 8p.m. 
58° 76° 76° 70° 

0% chance of rain 

More, back page of Sports 


» 
Follow the Buzz 


Stay up to date on 
T the latest news and 

events related to 
Florida politics at 


tampabay.com/ 
florida-politics/buzz/. 
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Matos guilty of f 


The jury delivers the verdicts within hours, a day 
after Adam Matos described the killings. 


BY ANASTASIA DAWSON 
Times Staff Writer 

NEW PORT RICHEY — A day 
after Adam Matos described in 
grisly detail how he killed four 
people in Hudson in 2014, a jury 
responded Thursday by deliber- 
ating for less than three hours 
before finding him guilty of pre- 
meditated first degree murder. 

Guilty of shooting ex-girlfriend 
Megan Brown, 27, to death. 

Guilty of doing the same to her 
father, Greg Brown, 52. 

Guilty of beating to death her 
new boyfriend, Nick Leonard, 37. 


ge) Adam Matos’ 
| attorney 
wanted to 
put him back 
on the stand 
Thursday, but 
the judge said 
no. 


And guilty of using the same 


hammer to crush the head 


of Megan’s mother, Margaret 
Brown, 52. 

Matos, 32, sat stone-faced as 
the verdicts were read in a tense 
courtroom under the watch of 


the victims’ family members. 
Some had attended scores of 
hearings and had waited for this 
day. From the gallery came sobs. 
“The worst part is over,’ Leon- 
ard’s mother, Paula Rystrom, told 
those around her, afterward. 
Matos had stunned trial spec- 
tators Wednesday by confessing 
from the witness stand. His attor- 
neys wanted to put him back on 
the stand Thursday, but Pinellas- 
Pasco Circuit Judge Mary Hand- 
sel said the additional questions 
weren't relevant. 
» See VERDICT, 5A 


our murders 


DOUGLAS R. CLIFFORD | Times 


Family of the murder victims react as the verdicts are read, 
guilty of all four counts of first-degree murder, Thursday at the 
trial of Adam Matos at the Pasco Judicial Center. 


inally, mother and son 


MONICA HERNDON | Times 
Luz Alomar, hugs grandson Alijah Alomar, 3, of Tampa during their adoption finalization ceremony at the Hills- 
borough County National Adoption Day celebration Thursday at the Hillsborough County Courthouse. Alomar 
said she had been waiting three years to formally adopt her grandson. “It’s beautiful,” she said. Twenty-two foster 
children were adopted by 16 families at the annual event, which coincides with National Adoption month. Eckerd 
Connects, the nonprofit agency that facilitates foster care and adoptions, estimates that this month, 75 children 
will be adopted in Hillsborough, Pasco and Pinellas counties. 


Dr. Ferdie Pacheco | 1927-2017 


Ringside raconteur told 
the story of Y bor City 


“Fight Doctor” to Muhammad Ali, he treated many others in need. 


BY PAUL GUZZO 
Times Staff Writer . 
Ferdie Pacheco’s final regret 


might be that someone else 
wrote his obituary — someone 
who didn’t know, as he did, how 
great he was. 

“He had no self-doubt,” his 
daughter Tina Pacheco said with 
a laugh. “He will be mad at me.” 

She laments that it will take 
her a while to find the obitu- 
ary he wrote, but she knows it’s 
there, somewhere underneath 
the piles of pages from short sto- 


All Eyes on Dr. Ferdie Pacheco 
See a gallery of photos about the life of Dr. 


T, Ferdie Pacheco, including many images of 


his paintings. tampabay.com/photos 


PS 


ries that the doctor, artist and 
writer was still working on at his 
home in Miami. 

That’s where he died Thursday 
in his sleep. He was 89. 

Born and raised in Ybor City, 
Dr. Pacheco spent time with 
Miamis poorest through the 
medical clinic he opened there 
and with the most famous people 
in the world as ringside physician 
to boxing legend Muhammad Ali. 

Dr. Pacheco became known as 
“The Fight Doctor” and won two 


Emmy Awards as a television box- 
ing analyst. Once that stage of his 
life ended, he threw himself into 
art, producing a gallery full of dis- 
tinctive paintings and six books. 
Excerpts from his childhood 
memoir Ybor City Chronicles, 
written on pavers shaped like 
tobacco leaves, line the historic 
Latin district’s Seventh Avenue. 
If Dr. Pacheco thought highly 
of himself, say those closest to 
him, he backed it up. 
» See PACHECO, 5A 


Dr. Ferdie Pacheco was born in Ybor City and 
made a life and name for himself in Miami. 

He was a modern-day Renaissance man who 
treated the sick and poor in Miami’s Overtown 
neighborhood. He died at age 89. 


i 


a 


> 
Ñ 
» 
W D: 
b ARSA 
E RA 
k S 3 
= A 


MELISSA LYTTLE | Times (2013) 


Black 
leader 
pleads 
for info 


The police response 
to the Seminole 
Heights killings 
raises racial issues. 


BY CHRISTOPHER O’DONNELL 
AND JONATHAN CAPRIEL 
Times Staff Writers 


TAMPA — With the Semi- 
nole Heights neighborhood 
reeling from four unsolved 
fatal shootings, City Council 
member Frank Reddick made 
an emotional plea Thursday 
for members of the black com- 
munity there to give police 
information about the killer. 

That appeal came as some 
black leaders were starting 
to question the stepped up 
enforcement of other lesser 
crimes in central Tampa by 
police hoping to smoke out 
the shooter. 

Reddick said someone in 
the community knows the 
identity of the suspect, who 
police this week described as a 
black male, about 6 feet to 6- 
» See HEIGHTS, 8A 


After 4 
killings, 
buyers 
beware? 


Homes are still 
selling in Seminole 
Heights, but some 
Realtors are wary. 


BY SUSAN TAYLOR MARTIN 
Times Senior Correspondent 

TAMPA — Four unsolved 
killings in a month have 
definitely shaken Semi- 
nole Heights. Less certain is 
whether they are hurting one 
of Tampa Bay’s hottest real 
estate markets. 

Some agents say they’ve 
seen no effect at all. Others are 
getting nervous. 

“T don’t know that it’s hav- 
ing a huge impact, but it cer- 
tainly is beginning to have a 
bit of an impact,” said Rick 
Fifer, whose Vintage Homes 
Realty is based in Seminole 
Heights and specializes in the 
area’s quaint bungalows. 

“There have been some peo- 
ple that have canceled show- 
ings, and we had a buyer we 
were working with who chose 
to put it on hold as far as the 
» See HOMES, 8A 


